A Debtor to Mercy Alone

By Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

A debtor to mercy alone

Of covenant mercy I sing;

Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,

My person and off’ring to bring.

The terrors of law and of God

With me can have nothing to do;

My Savior’s obedience and blood

Hide all my transgressions from view.

The work which His goodness began

The arm of His strength will complete;

His promise is yea and amen,

And never was forfeited yet.

Things future, nor things that are now,

Not all things below or above,

Can make Him His purpose forgo,

Or sever my soul from His love.

My name from the palms of His hands

Eternity will not erase;

Impressed on His heart it remains,

In marks of indelible grace;

Yes, I to the end shall endure,

As sure as the earnest is giv’n;

More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heav’n.
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1 PETER 1:1-2

                                 SUNDAY

This week we begin our study in 1 Peter 1:1-2.  Peter begins this letter with a very important doctrine (teaching) called “election”.  We discussed this a little bit before.  It is a very controversial doctrine because some people have a hard time believing that God chose  those who would be saved. 

Read: 1 Peter 1:1-2 -

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear Lord, Teach me from Your Word.

                                 MONDAY

In verse 1 Peter introduces himself as “an apostle of Jesus Christ”.  We know that Christ Himself chose Peter to be an apostle and disciple.  Peter addresses this letter to the “pilgrims” of the Dispersion.  Because they were believers these people were strangers who were dispossessed in a land that was not their own.  It is the same for all those who belong to Jesus Christ. We are strangers in this world—it’s not our home for our home is in heaven. 
Read: Philippians 3:20 & Hebrews 11:8-10, 13:13-14 -

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear Jesus, Help me to prove to others that this world is not my home.

                                 TUESDAY

The Christians that Peter was writing to were form 5 churches scattered throughout the land that is now called Turkey.  The words that Peter uses indicate that these were true believers who were no longer part of this world.  How about you, are you a stranger in this world?” 
Read: Matthew 6:19-21 & 1 John 2:15-17 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear God, Help me know whether or not I am a stranger in this world. 

                                WEDNESDAY

Verse 2 introduces us to the word we will be studying for the rest of this week—“elect”.  The Greek word for “elect” is “eklektos” which means “picked out, chosen, elect.”  It comes from another word “eklegoma” which means “to select, make a choice, choose.”  You see, God is sovereign in all things including those who receive His saving grace. 

Read: Deuteronomy 7:6, Psalm 105:43, 135:4 & John 15:16,19 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear Jesus, Thank You for showing mankind Your grace and mercy. 

                                   THURSDAY

In Ephesians 1:1-6 the apostle Paul opens his letter to the Christians in Ephesus with the same reference as Peter to the elect.  He says they were chosen before the world began.  God did this without any influence, just Himself.  God is sovereign! 

Read: Ephesians 1:1-6 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear God, I thank You that You are sovereign and yet full of grace. 

                                      FRIDAY

Peter continues in verse 2 saying that they were elect “according the foreknowledge of God the Father.”  This DOES NOT mean that God just knew what would happen.  It means that God planned what would happen in eternity past and is in control of everything.  We can’t fully understand this because we are sinful, weak, mortal human beings.  God’s plan is unalterable! 

Read: Jeremiah 1:5, Amos 3:2, Romans 8:29 & Acts 2:23 -

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear God, I thank and praise and love You for Your amazing grace!  

                                     SATURDAY

Read the hymn on the back of this Bible Study.  Think about the words and think about whether or not you are a true child of God, one that He has chosen from before the foundation of the world

Read: Philippians 1:6 - 

What principles in these verses can I apply to my life today?

Prayer Starter: Dear God, Help me to truly know You more and to glorify You forever.




“Do not love the world nor the things in the world.

If anyone loves the world,

the love of the Father  is not in him.

The world is passing away, and also its lusts;

But the one who does the will of God lives forever.”

1 John 2:15 &17



















































































